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Arrangement: Arranged in folders by square number, then sequentially by RI-A building
number in each file folder.

The first file in Box 1" contains information regarding the collection, including a map of
squares surveyed in the Shaw School district, and an RI-A Manual for Building Surveyors
which contains the RLA guidelines used in the survey for evaluating and interpreting the
results of the survey, and relevant sections of the D.C. Building Code. Two file folders
in Box 32 contain survey forms marked "Ratings Went IJp," and "Forms Not Complete"
which have not been interfiled to retain the original file order of the survey. Copies of
the survey plats for each square in the building survey are contained in rwo files folders,
also in B,ox32.

Bacþround: In L968, the Redevelopment Land Agency contracted with the Shaw Joint
Venture, a consortium of local African American architects and engineers to undertake a
building of the Shaw School urban renewal district in accordance with the Housing Act
of 1964, and the Model Inner-Cities urban reneival program. A total of 6,155 buildings
in the Shaw urban renewal area were surveyed on the exterior, and a random 20Vo of
these buildings were surveyed in the interior. An evaluation of the survey found 4,872
structures to be deficient, or approximately 79Vo of all buildings in the Shaw district.
The boundaries of the Shaw School district for the purposes of this survey are
approximately North Capitol Street to L5th Street, NW on the east and west; and M
Street/New York Avenue, NW to Florida Avenue on the north and south.

Scope and content: A typical multi-page survey form consists of a surnmary cover sheet
and photograph(s), and up to 4 pages which contain information concerning the exterior
and interior features (in some cases) of each of the 6,L55 buildings in the survey area.

Page one of the form identifies the square number, RI-A building number, and the street
address; building condition; present use; building material; and ancillary structures, if
any. Attached to page one is at least one photograph of the building with the square
and building number clearly shown for identification. Photographs of the front, rear, and
sides of each building are attached where it was feasible to take them.
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Page two describes exterior building conditions for the front, rear, and sides; spaces to
check "Miscellaneous, Structural, Non-Structural, and Deficiency lævels" of walls, window
frames and sash, door frames and doors, porches and steps, retaining walls, chimneys and
flues, fire escapes, gutters and downspouts, and walks.

Pages three, four and five, if attached, are reserved for interior conditions of the
building. Typical notations for these pages include building components of both
structural and non-structural elements including building material and conditions of
walls, foundation, roof, bearing walls, floor assembly, beams and girders, and columns.
Non-structural elements include non-bearing partitions, window frames and sash, door
frames and doors, interior stairs, and chimneys and flues. Page four describes interior
heating, plumbing, electrical, and sanitary and cooking facilities in the building. Page
five describes the means of egress; space, light and ventilation findings, and a summary
of findings based on total points as established for the interior survey. In some
instances, as for much of Square 551, sketches of floor plans accompany the survey
forms.
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